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Lynn Austin takes readers on a dramatic journey through the Civil War years in her award-winning

Refiner's Fire series. Told in three unique perspectives--Southern, Northern, and slave--each book

offers a riveting and eloquent exploration of a nation and its people grappling with racism and

injustice. With writing rich in historical detail, Austin brings to life the compelling journeys of

characters confronted with the risks and sacrifices their beliefs entail.
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It can be a common occurrance for people to think that God has deserted them in times of need, or

to blame God for their station in life. Lynn Austin's A LIGHT TO MY PATH, the latest of her books

about the Antebellum South, examines this while detailing the coming of age of two young slaves,

Anna and Grady, who have given up hope that "Massa Jesus" hears their prayers or cares what

becomes of them.Anna's first memory is the day her parents were recaptured after an attempted

escape from slavery. Since that day, she has had little faith that God could do anything to help her



situation. While she was spared from death or the auction block, Anna's life is, nevertheless, one of

biting criticism, harsh servitude, and endless longing. A glimmer of hope for something better comes

along when she meets Grady.Grady hates all white people after experiencing a tortuous auction

where he was torn from his mother's care and later a stint as the assistant of a slave trader. Grady's

stark reality leads him to believe that all white people are evil and that the only way to progress in

life is to exact his revenge upon them someday. Once a ladies' man, Grady is stunned by Anna's

beauty and he begins to change his ways. But Anna and Grady come in contact with numerous

obstacles, including the Civil War. They must put their trust in God's plan in order to victoriously

emerge from the battles.A LIGHT TO MY PATH is historical Christian fiction at its finest, spanning

time periods from Antebellum America into Reconstruction. The story never became dull, nor did it

ever read like a sermon.

In A LIGHT TO MY PATH, the stand-alone follow-up to CANDLE IN THE DARKNESS and FIRE IN

THE NIGHT in the "Refiner's Fire" series, Lynn Austin weaves themes of forgiveness, racial

reconciliation, love, and faith together to create a compelling story of lives changed by God during

the Civil War.Austin switches points of view between two slaves: Anna, or "Kitty" as she is dubbed,

a young girl who grows up as a companion to Missy Claire, and Grady, a young light-skinned slave

torn from his parents at an early age. Both characters, living in the second half of the 19th century,

respond to their slavery differently.Lacking knowledge of any other way to live, Kitty, who was too

young to remember her parents' deaths at the hands of slavetrackers, numbly accepts her

mistreatment at the Fuller Plantation in South Carolina as her lot in life, loyal to the mistress who

looks at her as no better than an animal. Kitty's desire to be loved is endearing, and her artistic bent

adds an interesting component to her personality. The kindling of her anger over her slavery and her

desire for freedom comes about only when the ones she loves are threatened.Her opposite is

Grady, a well-developed character who simmers with rage and yearns for freedom throughout the

novel. Readers will resonate with Grady's anger as they see the desperate plight of slaves

separated from their families, mistreated by slave traders, and sold into grinding work on southern

plantations or into New Orleans brothels. It all helps build a believable case for Grady's rage against

all white people, which eventually culminates in murder.
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